Improving palliative care provision for patients with heart failure.
In the last 14 years, research has identified that patients with heart failure suffer symptoms as severe as people with cancer and would greatly benefit from a palliative care approach. In spite of this fact, it is recognized within the National Service Framework for Heart Failure (Department of Health (DoH), 2000b) and the Cancer Plan (DoH, 2000a) that service provision from a palliative care perspective remains inadequate. In order to address the palliative care needs for patients with heart failure and their families a multidisciplinary team approach between primary and secondary care is needed. This article will review the literature relating to improvement of services from a palliative care perspective. It discusses the quality of life experienced by patients with heart failure and their families and the barriers to providing a palliative care approach from a multidisciplinary team perspective. Finally, it attempts to present future recommendations to develop a structured service provision.